

‘They all joined together constantly in prayer…’ Acts 1:14

Dear Friends,

Ever wanted to be a part of something that will last forever? Through faith in Jesus you already are – it’s called the church, the people of God. The church lies at the very centre of the eternal purposes of God. Will we join in or sit on the sidelines?

My wife and I moved to Dagenham in East London two years ago to begin working in a small church on a huge housing estate. The church is called Dagenham Congregational Church. By God’s grace we’ve survived and it’s grown from 4 people to 15. In June I finish Bible College and start full time in the church. 

This is where you come in. We’re looking for people to join with us in prayer as we work towards ‘re-launching’ the church. CT Studd, the famous English missionary, said these words ‘Some want to live within the sound of a church or chapel bell; I want to run a rescue shop within a yard of hell’. Today we don’t need to go to the other side of the world to do this. Lost people live right on the doorsteps of our church buildings. Yet the problem is many don’t even want to come within a yard of the building to hear the gospel. Over the next 10 months we long to see that change in Dagenham. Here are some of the big things we want to do:

PRAY
We want to pray ourselves and get others to stand with us in prayer…‘Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should’ (Colossians 4:2-4)
PREPARE

We want to prepare ourselves…’Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord’ (Acts 3:19). 

Paul said to the young pastor Timothy ‘Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both yourself and your hearers’ (1 Tim 4:19)

We want to prepare the next big steps. ‘How are we going to fulfil the biblical purposes of the church in Dagenham in the 21st century?’ Or ‘What would Dagenham Congregational Church look like if Jesus was a Senior Pastor?’ The truth is this challenging question is not just a theoretical question. The church belongs to Jesus…he’s the head.

We want to prepare an evangelistic church website… a channel through which new contacts can have questions answered and find out info about the church…a stepping stone on the way to church.

CONNECT

We want to connect with people who are not Christians…As well as encouraging our small congregation to reach out to friends, family and neighbours we want to launch gospel projects off site to reach new people e.g. Barking College student ministry, Street work close to tube station, doors work. 

We want to connect people who are not Christians with the gospel…through house groups, evangelistic events off site, reading the Bible one on one with people.

RE-LAUNCH

We want to re-launch the Sunday meeting…in the New Year the prayer is to have a good number of contacts to draw together and join with the existing church to start fresh.

 This is bigger than us and beyond our own abilities. That’s why we are asking you to pray with us. Isaiah 62 says ‘You who call on the Lord, give yourselves no rest, and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth’. Will you join together with us and pray this church into existence? If not with us then plug in some where and start praying for the mission of the church. Get involved in God’s purposes.

WHAT THIS WILL INVOLVE

A commitment to pray. This might mean remembering us once a week, or every day…you decide. We just want to get people talking to God about Dagenham. We will keep in contact with you on a regular basis letting you know specific requests and encouraging you as prayers are answered. 

HOW TO JOIN

1. Reply by sending an email to chris.mckinven@hotmail.co.uk
2. If you don’t have email reply by sending us a letter with your address on it to ‘Chris McKinven, Dagenham Congregational Church, Osborne Square, Dagenham, Essex, England, RM9 5BA’

Thanks for reading. Take care and God Bless

Pastor Chris McKinven
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